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AGENDA
12:00 – 12:30

Brief welcome reception 

(light lunch for registered attendees)

 

12:30 – 13:50

Session 1: Energy poverty in owner-occupied multi-apartment buildings in

Central and Eastern Europe. How to scale up energy efficiency

renovations?

 
Presentations about best practices will be followed by a moderated discussion focusing on

the wider applicability of the presented best practices and joint action towards influencing

EU policy-making.

 

13:50 – 14:10

Coffee break

 

14:10 – 15:30

Session 2: Dialogue between housing practitioners from Southern Europe

and Central and Eastern Europe. What can we learn from each other

about the renovation of owner-occupied multi-apartment buildings?

 
A moderated panel discussion that will dwell on the similarities and differences between

Southern Europe and CEE and that will seek to discuss key topics such as how to address

bottlenecks in the regulation of home-owner associations, what kind of social facilitation is

needed to support HOAs, and who should do the social facilitation and how it should be

funded.



SESSION 1

Ludmila Perunska has started working for Habitat for Humanity International – Europe and

the Middle East at the end of 2018 to support advocacy work related to housing policies on

the EU, regional and national levels with a focus on social housing residential energy

efficiency and energy poverty. Ludmila further supports residential energy efficiency

projects REELIH and ComAct led and implemented by HFHI EME and gathered experience in

project implementation and being part of a coordination team, knowledge-sharing within the

topic of the residential energy efficiency in multi-apartment buildings in Central and Eastern

Europe and Western Balkans, organization of events, and stakeholder engagement.

MODERATOR:
Ludmila Perunska, REELIH Advocacy Assistant, HFH EME

Dr Vidas Lekavičius is a chief research associate at the Lithuanian Energy Institute. His

current research areas include economic analysis of energy development, general

equilibrium modelling, household economics, and energy poverty. Vidas Lekavičius is a board

member of the Lithuanian Association for Energy Economics, the International Association

for Energy Economics, and the International Input-Output Association. Dr Lekavičius led the

team that performed social and macroeconomic impact evaluation of the National Energy

Strategy Scenarios and the Lithuanian team in the Horizon 2020 project ‘Role of

Technologies in an Energy-efficient Economy: Model-based Analysis of Policy Measures and

Transformation Pathways to a Sustainable Energy System’ (REEEM). He was also a project

leader in the on-demand research projects ‘Population Access to Housing and Measures to

Increase the Availability of Housing’ and ‘Households in the Context of Energy Transition’.

SPEAKERS:
Vidas Lekavičius, Lithuanian Energy Institute

Petra Čakovská is a Consumer & Energy Analyst focusing on the issues related to housing

and energy poverty. She gained her experience working for consumer organizations and

media in Slovakia, advising consumers, municipalities and the SK energy regulator on the

topic related to sustainable consumption, energy efficiency and vulnerable communities. Her

main interests also oscillate around renewable sources of energy and equitable energy

policies due to the coordination of two international projects - STEP (Solutions of energy

poverty) and Clear-X (Consumers Leading the EU's Energy Ambition Response). She holds

an MSc degree in media from the Comenius University of Bratislava and represents Slovak

consumer organizations in Consumer Policy Advisory Group in Brussels.

Petra Čakovská, Consumer Protection Society (SOS), Slovakia
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Elena currently held the position of Associate Director – Capital Market and Financial

Inclusion with Terwiliger Center for Innovation in Shelter - Habitat for Humanity International.

Elena experience in business development has played an essential role in promoting HFHI as

the leader in the housing finance sector across the region, securing over billion investments

in housing microfinance portfolios and over 1 million loans disbursed with over 40 partner

institutions in 20 countries. At the same time, she is responsible for the implementation of a

regional (Central Eastern Europe, Middle East and North Africa) expansion and capital

mobilization strategy with a special focus on partnerships with Financial Institutions and

SME’s through TCIS (Shelter Venture Fund, MicroBuild Fund) and other investors or

investment vehicles (i.e EiB on-going discussion on structuring EE fund for Wester Balkan).

Elena is a board member in two organizations: BURN manufacturing (clean cookstove

manufacturer) and IBUILD Home Loans South Africa.

Elena graduated from Liverpool University, UK and holds a MBA with major in executive

management; she also enrolled in 2018 to London School of Economics for her second

master, in Development Studies (focus on development economics). 

Elena Milanovska, Associate Director, Capital Markets & Financial Inclusion
Europe, Middle East, and Africa Terwilliger Center for Innovation in Shelter,
Habitat for Humanity International (TCIS HFHI)

Anikó Pálffy is an energy efficiency policy expert at the Energy Efficiency Institute of

Hungary, an independent think tank and advocacy NGO in Hungary. She has been involved in

research projects related to building renovation policy and the Renovation Wave in Hungary.

She has broad experience in policy making and analysis, economic regulation in the energy

sector, and energy efficiency. Previously, she was a policy officer at the Hungarian Energy

and Public Utility Regulatory Authority, where she was involved in the implementation of

various aspects of the EED in Hungary, the elaboration of the Hungarian NEEAP, and the

preparation of the newly introduced Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme. She was

responsible for several H2020 energy efficiency projects, such as CA EED, ODYSSEE-

MURE, Ensmov. Before, she worked on green energy policy design in public administration

and gained experience at a small economic consulting company focusing on the

liberalization of the energy sector and network industries.

Anikó Pálffy, MEHI, Hungarian Energy Efficiency Institute
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Knut Höller is an Executive Member of the Managing Board at Housing Initiative for Eastern

Europe (IWO e.V.). Knut is a trained economist and M.B.A. with profound knowledge of

housing policy in Germany as well as in Eastern Europe and Central Asia and has been

working on projects in direct cooperation with government institutions in different countries,

including the Ministry of Regional Development in Ukraine, the Ministries of the Environment

in Latvia and Lithuania, the Ministry for Housing and Communal Services in Belarus and

several public bodies in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. He also had regular working relations

with the Russian Government, e.g., the Ministry of Regional Development, prior to 2014. Mr

Höller has profound knowledge and understanding of the decision-making process in Ukraine

and regards the residential and energy sector also in other transition countries such as the

Baltic States, Belarus, Russia, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan.

He understands the complex situation after the housing stock's privatization in the housing

sector's transition and the energy efficiency in buildings. He actively participated in

developing appropriated national refurbishment programs in the Baltic States and currently

in Ukraine. Mr Höller has been working in post-soviet countries' energy sector for almost 20

years, formerly with a focus on the supply side (consultancy for district heating companies

and modernization of power plants on behalf of EBRD and German institutions and

companies) and beginning from 2001 within the framework of IWO more focused on the

demand side, especially the housing and building sector. He was and is engaged in projects

of the European Union, the German Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy and the

Federal Ministry of Environment, GIZ and other institutions. 

SPEAKERS:
Knut Hoeller, IWO Germany

Zita Kakalejcikova has been with the Habitat for Humanity area office for Europe, Middle

East and Africa (EMEA) since 2014, working first in the advocacy team that supports HFHI

EMEA advocacy initiatives to change housing policies on the regional as well as national

level. Zita focused on the European-level advocacy, specifically on topics of social housing,

residential energy efficiency and energy poverty and housing for Roma. Zita has a 6-year of

experience working on a project, supporting the coordination of a consortium, being part of

the coordination team of the REELIH project and supporting the REELIH project regional

advocacy efforts. From September 2020, Zita became a project coordinator of H2020

funded project ComAct Community Tailored Actions for Energy Poverty Mitigation led by

HFHI; since November 2020, Zita has well taken over the project coordination of the REELIH

project funded by USAID. 

MODERATOR:
Zita Kakalejcikova, Project Manager, Residential Energy Program, HFH EME
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Alice Corovessi has studied Business Administration, Marketing and Computer Programming

and started her career in Tourism and Real Estate. Since 2009 she has been actively

promoting energy efficiency and sustainability in the building sector and the built

environment. Her key focus is the design, development, and implementation of strategies for

medium and large-scale "green" projects that seek to spread their commitments to the

values of sustainability and resilience. She is among the co-founders and Managing Director

of INZEB (www.inzeb.org), a non-profit organisation active in energy and sustainability

research and advocacy activities. She works closely with EU institutions and leads activities

related to the design, management and dissemination of the mission and results of the

Renovate Europe Campaign, the European Alliance to Save Energy and the Coalition for

Energy Savings in Greece. She is a founding member and curator of the Greek Chapter of

the Association of Energy Engineers. She participates as an expert in many research

projects funded by the European Commission and other funding bodies.

Her personal interests include the social aspects of energy, and in this context, she is the

co-author of four books on energy poverty alleviation. In 2017 she received the Energy

Professional Development Award - Western Europe Region from the Association of Energy

Engineers in the USA for her achievements in developing the energy engineering and

management profession in Western Europe. Currently, she is also serving as the Gen.

Secretary of the BoD of the Greek Association of Women Entrepreneurs. At the same time,

she is the co-founder and Vice President of the BoD of WEnCoop, the 1st energy cooperative

that consists solely of women entrepreneurs.

Alice Corovessi, INZEB, Greece

Elena Szolgayová is a Co-chair of the #Housing2030 initiative. Elena is an architect and

urban planner with long-standing research and policy-making experience. She was Director-

General of DG Housing Policy and Urban Development at the Ministry of Transport and

Construction of Slovakia. For over two decades, she participated in shaping the visions of

the global, European, and national housing and urban policies and was one of those steering

the process toward adopting the Geneva UN Charter on sustainable housing. She

participated in the Habitat III Bureau and the Housing Policy Unit during the preparatory

process of the New Urban Agenda. She has been one of the coordinators of the Housing

Partnership under the EU Urban Agenda. Elena served from 2013 to 2019 as Chair of the

UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management.

Elena Szolgayova, Co-chair of #Housing 2030, Slovakia

SESSION 2
DIALOGUE BETWEEN HOUSING PRACTITIONERS
FROM SOUTHERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL AND
EASTERN EUROPE. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM
EACH OTHER ABOUT THE RENOVATION OF
OWNER-OCCUPIED MULTI-APARTMENT
BUILDINGS?

04



Andoni Hidalgo has a Law degree from Deusto University in Bilbao, a port-graduate in EU

Affairs from Le Havre University (France), and a master's in Political Communication from

Barcelona University. He has over 20 years of experience in EU Public Affairs, 17 spent in

Brussels, where he worked for various Industry Associations and cross-sector Alliances

promoting ambitious energy-saving and urban regeneration policies. Since 2017 - and back in

his home town Bilbao - he has been working as International Affairs advisor for the Basque

Urban Agenda. He has been managing the international communications for the EU-funded

Opengela project.

Andoni Hidalgo, International Affairs Advisor for the Basque Urban Agenda,
Founder & Director of EuroIker, Basque Autonomous Community
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